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During the early communist period of the 1950s, temple fairs in China were both suppressed and secularized.
Temples were closed down by the secular regime and their activities classified as feudal superstition and this
process only intensified during the Cultural Revolution when even the surviving secular fairs, devoted
exclusively to trade with no religious content of any kind, were suppressed. However, once China embarked
on its path of free market reform and openness, secular commodity exchange fairs were again authorized,
and sometimes encouraged in the name of political economy as a means of stimulating rural commodity
circulation and commerce.

This book reveals how once these secular "temple-less temple fairs" were in place, they came to serve not
only as venues for the proliferation of a great variety of popular cultural performance genres, but also as sites
where a revival or recycling of popular religious symbols, already underway in many parts of China, found
familiar and fertile ground in which to spread. Taking this shift in the Chinese state’s attitudes and policy
towards temple fairs as its starting point, The Market and Temple Fairs of Rural China shows how state-led
economic reforms in the early 1980s created a revival in secular commodity exchange fairs, which were
granted both the geographic and metaphoric space to function. In turn, this book presents a comprehensive
analysis of the temple fair phenomenon, examining its economic, popular cultural, popular religious and
political dimensions and demonstrates the multifaceted significance of the fairs which have played a crucial
role in expanding the boundaries of contemporary acceptable popular discourse and expression.

Based upon extensive fieldwork, this unique book will be of great interest to students and scholars of
Chinese religion, Chinese culture, Chinese history and anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Yeates:

The publication untitled The Market and Temple Fairs of Rural China: Red Fire (Asia's Transformations) is
the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Market and Temple Fairs of Rural
China: Red Fire (Asia's Transformations) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Vicki Head:

You can find this The Market and Temple Fairs of Rural China: Red Fire (Asia's Transformations) by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Ivan Dinkel:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Market and Temple Fairs of Rural China:
Red Fire (Asia's Transformations) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Market and Temple Fairs of Rural China: Red Fire (Asia's Transformations) has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Gerald Velasco:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Market and Temple Fairs of
Rural China: Red Fire (Asia's Transformations).
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