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Freedom on the Fatal Shore brings together John Hirst's two books on the early history of New South Wales.
Both are classic accounts which have had a profound effect on the understanding of our history. This
combined edition includes a new foreword by the author.

Convicts with their "own time", convicts with legal rights, convicts making money, convicts getting drunk -
what sort of prison was this? Hirst describes how the convict colony actually worked and how Australian
democracy came into being, despite the opposition of the most powerful. He writes: "This was not a society
that had to become free; its freedoms were well established from the earliest times."

“Colonial Australia was a more ‘normal’ place than one might imagine from the folkloric picture of society
governed by the lash and the triangle, composed of groaning white slaves tyrannised by ruthless masters. The
book that best conveys this and has rightly become a landmark in recent studies of the System is J.B. Hirst’s
Convict Society and Its Enemies.” —Robert Hughes, The Fatal Shore

“Anyone with an interest in Australian political culture will find The Strange Birth of Colonial Democracy
invaluable.” —Professor Colin Hughes, former Electoral Commissioner for the Commonwealth

John Hirst was a member of the History Department at La Trobe University from 1968 to 2007. He has
written many books on Australian history, including Convict Society and Its Enemies, The Strange Birth of
Colonial Democracy, The Sentimental Nation, Sense and Nonsense in Australian History and The Shortest
History of Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Farmer:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First
Colony will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Jose Johnson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's
First Colony to read.

Eunice Holt:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Freedom on the Fatal Shore:
Australia's First Colony book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

John Ray:

This Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First Colony is new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Freedom on the Fatal Shore:
Australia's First Colony can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable
by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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