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This book explores the role of aesthetic experience in our perception and understanding of the holy. Richard
Viladesau's goal is to articulate a theology of revelation, examined in relation to three principal dimensions
of the aesthetic realm: feeling and imagination; beauty (or taste); and the arts. After briefly considering ways
in which theology itself can be imaginative or beautiful, Viladesau concentrates on the theological
significance of aesthetic data provided by each of the three major spheres of aesthetic perception and
response. Throughout the work, the underlying question is how each of these spheres serves as a source
(however ambiguous) of revelation. Although he frames much of his argument in terms of Catholic
theology--from the Church Fathers to Karl Rahner, Hans urs von Balthasar, Bernard Lonergan, and David
Tracy--Viladesau also makes extensive use of ideas from the Protestant theologian of the arts Gerardus van
der Leeuw, and draws insights from such diverse thinkers as Hans Goerg Gadamer, Wolfhart Pannenberg,
and Iris Murdoch. His analysis is enlivened by the artistic examples he selects: the music of Mozart as
contemplated by Karl Barth, Schoenbergs opera Moses und Aron, the sculptures of Chartres Cathedral,
poems by Rilke and Michelangelo, and many others. What emerges from this study is what Viladeseau terms
a transcendental theology of aesthetics. In Thomistic terms, he finds that beauty is not only a perfection but a
transcendental. That is, any instance of beauty, rightly perceived and rightly understood, can be seen to
imply divinely beautiful things as well. In other words, Viladesau argues, God is the absolute and necessary
condition for the possibility of beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Carter:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Theological Aesthetics: God in
Imagination, Beauty, and Art. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Bobbie Wallace:

Typically the book Theological Aesthetics: God in Imagination, Beauty, and Art will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Theological Aesthetics: God in Imagination,
Beauty, and Art is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

David Carter:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Theological Aesthetics: God in Imagination, Beauty, and Art why
because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Paula Adame:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Theological Aesthetics: God in
Imagination, Beauty, and Art which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.
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