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Slavery, segregation, abortion, workers' rights, the power of the courts. These issues have been at the heart of
the greatest constitutional controversies in American history. And in this concise and thought-provoking
volume, some of today's most distinguished legal scholars and commentators explain for a general audience
how five landmark Supreme Court cases centered on those controversies shaped the country's destiny and
continue to affect us even now. The book is a profound exploration of the Supreme Court's importance to
America's social and political life. It is also, as many of the contributors show, an intriguing reflection of
what some have seen as an important trend in legal scholarship away from an uncritical belief in the
essentially benign nature of judicial power.

Robert George opens with an illuminating survey of the themes that unite and divide the five cases. Other
contributors then examine each case in detail through a lively commentary-and-response format. Mark
Tushnet and Jeremy Waldron exchange views on Marbury v. Madison, the pivotal 1803 case that established
the power of the courts to invalidate legislation. Cass Sunstein and James McPherson discuss Dred Scott v.
Sandford (1857), the notorious case that confirmed the rights of slaveowners, declared that black people
could not be American citizens, and is often seen as a cause of the Civil War. Hadley Arkes and Donald
Drakeman explore the legacy of Lochner v. New York (1905), a case that ushered in decades of judicial
hostility to social welfare laws. Earl Maltz and Walter Murphy assess Brown v. Topeka Board of Education
(1954), the famous case that ended racial segregation in public schools. Finally, Jean Bethke Elshtain and
George Will tackle Roe v. Wade (1973), still a flashpoint a quarter of a century later in the debate over
abortion. While some of the contributors show sympathy for strong judicial interventions on social issues,
many across the ideological spectrum are sharply critical of judicial activism.

A compelling introduction to the greatest cases in U.S. constitutional law, this is also an enlightening
glimpse of the state of the art in American legal scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Great Cases in Constitutional Law.

Enrique McLean:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Great Cases in Constitutional Law book is readable through you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with
Great Cases in Constitutional Law content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Great Cases in Constitutional Law is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Duane Sills:

The ability that you get from Great Cases in Constitutional Law could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but Great Cases in Constitutional Law giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this kind of Great Cases in Constitutional Law instantly.

Alexander Pridmore:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Great Cases in Constitutional Law your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous
to. The Great Cases in Constitutional Law giving you a different experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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