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Offering a frank and observant look at gender, education, and identity at a critical juncture in the author's -
and America's - development, Babes in Boyland brings to life a pivotal moment in the history of co-
education. It was a time in which hostility to women was still rife (fraternity house banners at Dartmouth
read "Better Dead than Co-Ed"), but one that promised equal education to promising young women. Gina
Barreca entered Dartmouth College as a freshman in 1975, a few short years after the college became co-
educational. As a working-class girl of Italian-French Canadian descent raised in Brooklyn and Long Island,
Barreca's looks and style set her apart from Dartmouth's blonder, better-heeled undergraduate majority.
Barreca's story begins with a snapshot of her parents - their courtship and marriage, her father's six-day work
week sewing bedspreads and curtains in New York City's garment district, and her mother's death from lung
and bone cancer a year before Gina receives news of her acceptance to Dartmouth. With the dubious blessing
of her Italian aunts ("New Hampshire? You gonna go to school in New Hampshire?") , she leaves Long
Island for Hanover, chauffered by her father in their 1967 Buick Skylark. His parting words of advice
become a recurring mantra for the anxious freshman: "You can always take the next bus home." Surveying
the campus on her arrival, Barreca is overcome with a paralyzing sense of inadequacy. But as freshman year
gets underway, she makes friends, starts an unofficial sorority (Tau Iota Tau, or TIT) and begins to discover
the joys of a first-rate education. Over the next three and a half years, self-consciousness gives way to self-
confidence as she tests her wit, intellect, and sexuality in an environment more open to self-expression than
her hometown. Barreca takes the reader to fraternity parties, dorm gossip sessions, working-class dives,
classrooms and dorm rooms. She chronicles the delight of her first romance, the humiliation of her first C-
plus, and the first stirrings of feminist consciousness. Her tale winds up in London, where she spent her last
semester, choosing to graduate ahead of her class with no formal ceremony. Distancing herself from
graduation in this way underscores Barreca's mixed feelings about her experiences at Dartmouth College,
experiences that continue to inspire, haunt, and shape her writing, her teaching, and her life.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Frey:

Here thing why this particular Babes in Boyland are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Babes in Boyland giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Babes in Boyland. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Babes in Boyland in e-book can be your choice.

Henry Baker:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Babes in Boyland book is readable by means of you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Babes in Boyland content conveys
objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Babes in Boyland is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Pierre Winter:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Babes in Boyland,
you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Alexander Goodman:

Beside this specific Babes in Boyland in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Babes in
Boyland because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but
you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from now!
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