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In June 1943, the city of Los Angeles was wrenched apart by the worst rioting it had seen to that point in the
twentieth century. Incited by sensational newspaper stories and the growing public hysteria over allegations
of widespread Mexican American juvenile crime, scores of American servicemen, joined by civilians and
even police officers, roamed the streets of the city in search of young Mexican American men and boys
wearing a distinctive style of dress called a Zoot Suit. Once found, the Zoot Suiters were stripped of their
clothes, beaten, and left in the street. Over 600 Mexican American youths were arrested. The riots threw a
harsh light upon the deteriorating relationship between the Los Angeles Mexican American community and
the Los Angeles Police Department in the 1940s.

In this study, Edward J. Escobar examines the history of the relationship between the Los Angeles Police
Department and the Mexican American community from the turn of the century to the era of the Zoot Suit
Riots. Escobar shows the changes in the way police viewed Mexican Americans, increasingly characterizing
them as a criminal element, and the corresponding assumption on the part of Mexican Americans that the
police were a threat to their community. The broader implications of this relationship are, as Escobar
demonstrates, the significance of the role of the police in suppressing labor unrest, the growing connection
between ideas about race and criminality, changing public perceptions about Mexican Americans, and the
rise of Mexican American political activism.
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From reader reviews:

Laverne Dunbar:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Race, Police, and the Making of a Political Identity: Mexican
Americans and the Los Angeles Police Department, 1900-1945 (Latinos in American Society and Culture)
book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer associated with Race, Police, and the Making of a Political Identity: Mexican
Americans and the Los Angeles Police Department, 1900-1945 (Latinos in American Society and Culture)
content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Race, Police, and the Making of a
Political Identity: Mexican Americans and the Los Angeles Police Department, 1900-1945 (Latinos in
American Society and Culture) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Michael Mantz:

The reason why? Because this Race, Police, and the Making of a Political Identity: Mexican Americans and
the Los Angeles Police Department, 1900-1945 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Philip Martin:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. Race, Police, and the Making of a Political Identity: Mexican Americans and the Los
Angeles Police Department, 1900-1945 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) can be your answer as it
can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

David Saenz:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.



Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Race, Police, and the
Making of a Political Identity: Mexican Americans and the Los Angeles Police Department, 1900-1945
(Latinos in American Society and Culture) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.
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