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Chicago has been called by many names. Nelson Algren declared it “A City on the Make.” Carl Sandburg
dubbed it the “City of Big Shoulders.” Upton Sinclair christened it “The Jungle,” while New Yorkers,
naturally, pronounced it “the Second City.”
 
At last there is a book for all of us, whatever we choose to call Chicago. Here, historian Dominic Pacyga
gives his hometown the magisterial biography it has long deserved. Chicago traces the city’s storied past,
from the explorations of Joliet and Marquette in 1673 to the new wave of urban pioneers today. The city’s
great industrialists, reformers, and politicians—and, indeed, the many not-so-great and downright
notorious—animate this book, from Al Capone and Jane Addams to Mayor Richard J. Daley and President
Barack Obama.
 
But what distinguishes this book from the many others on the subject is its author’s uncommon ability to
illuminate the lives of Chicago’s ordinary people. Born and raised in Back of the Yards on Chicago’s
southwest side, Pacyga spent his college years working at the Union Stock Yards. Chicago, therefore, gives
voice to the city’s steelyard workers and kill floor operators, mapping the neighborhoods distinguished not
by Louis Sullivan masterworks, but by bungalows and corner taverns. And their stories come alive through
an extensive selection of evocative illustrations culled from major institutional archives, local historical
societies, and the author’s personal collection.
 
Filled with the city’s one-of-a-kind characters and all of its defining moments, Chicago: A Biography is as
big and boisterous as its namesake—and as ambitious as the men and women who built it.
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From reader reviews:

John Dudley:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Chicago: A Biography. All type of book
would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Kevin Ostby:

The particular book Chicago: A Biography will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Chicago: A Biography is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Alan Fan:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Chicago: A Biography.

Tracy Lindsey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Chicago: A Biography.
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