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Defoe's prefatory comments to "An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions" (1727) indicate a split
between ignorant belief and profane disbelief in spirits in the long eighteenth century, but also establish for
the reader the author's intention of reconciling the religious with the supernatural through an argument based
in 'solid Foundation'. In this text, Defoe utilizes three criteria - reason, religion, and rhetoric - both to prove
the existence of apparitions and to educate his reader in how to distinguish real spirits from tricks of the
imagination, folk tales from true accounts of visitations. He draws upon colloquial, historical, and Biblical
examples in his demonstrations, and in attempting a reasoned defense of the existence of apparitions,
engages the Enlightenment rationality and rhetoric of Thomas Hobbes and Joseph Glanville. Recognized as a
statement of Defoe's rational and religious philosophies, "An Essay on the History and Reality of
Apparitions" is also regarded by some critics as an important antecedent to the spiritualism of the Gothic
novel. Among the valuable secondary tools included in this edition are critical headnotes that contextualize
Defoe's Essay within Biblical Christianity, Puritanism, occult thought, and other spiritual themes of the
period. The headnotes also analyze Defoe's wider views on Catholicism, dreams, paganism, and witchcraft,
and assess the Essay through consideration of literary topics including humor, rhetoric, and narrative style.
Scholars familiar with Defoe's supposed use of pseudonym will find the attributive history of the Essay
useful, and the "Bibliography of Works Consulted Before 1731" provides a list of contemporary resources
invaluable to any reader studying the Essay, "Defoe's Political History of the Devil" (also published by AMS
Press), and other spiritual and philosophical literature of the period. This carefully prepared volume
conforms to the highest standards of textual and editorial scholarship and returns a scarcely available title to
readers in a definitive edition, essential to any research collection of Defoe's works.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed An Essay
on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the
Eighteenth Century)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
other opinion?

Joshua Johnson:

Here thing why this An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel
Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe
Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) giving you information deeper since different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with An Essay on the History and Reality of
Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century). It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe
Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) in e-book can be your choice.

Jack Jackson:

This An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition
(AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having An Essay
on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the
Eighteenth Century) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?



Joan Ortega:

The book untitled An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe
Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program,
so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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