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The American South before the Civil War was the site of an unprecedented social experiment in women's
education. The South offered women an education explicitly designed to be equivalent to that of men, while
maintaining and nurturing the gender conventions epitomized by the ideal of the Southern belle. This
groundbreaking work provides us with an intimate picture of the entire social experience of antebellum
women's colleges and seminaries in the South, analyzing the impact of these colleges upon the cultural
construction of femininity among white Southern women, and their legacy for higher education.

Christie Farnham investigates the contradiction involved in using a male-defined curricula to educate
females, and explores how educators denied these incongruities. She also examines the impact of slavery on
faculty and students. The emotional life of students is revealed through correspondence, journals, and
scrapbooks, highlighting the role of sororities and romantic friendships among female pupils. Farnham ends
with an analysis of how the end of the Civil War resulted in a failure to keep up with the advances that had
been achieved in women's education.

The most comprehensive history of this brief and unique period of reform to date, The Education of the
Southern Belle is must reading for anyone interested in women's studies, Southern history, the history of
American education, and female friendship.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Lopez:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher
Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Education of the Southern Belle:
Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South. You can add knowledge and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Daryl Thurmond:

The book The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the
Antebellum South can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher
Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South? Several of you have a different opinion about
e-book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student
Socialization in the Antebellum South has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Tammy Medina:

The actual book The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the
Antebellum South will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the
Antebellum South is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Anthony Wilson:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and
Student Socialization in the Antebellum South. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many



advantages.
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