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THE BOMB IN THE BASEMENT tells the fascinating story of how Israel became the Middle East's only
nuclear power and -- unlike Iraq and Iran -- succeeded in keeping its atomic program secret.

Veteran Israeli journalist Michael Karpin explains how Israel, by far the smallest of the nuclear powers,
succeeded in its ambitious effort. David Ben-Gurion saw the need for an atomic capability to offset the
numerical superiority of Arab armies at war with Israel. The Israeli program relied heavily on French
assistance in its early years, until President Charles de Gaulle reduced his country's cooperation. Once it was
discovered, Israel's nuclear program cast a shadow over relations between Israel and the United States. The
Kennedy administration opposed it, and President Lyndon Johnson approved it only tacitly.

Significant change took place when President Richard Nixon and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger adopted
a new strategy. An Israel that possessed nuclear capability was a more valuable asset to the West than an
Israel without such an option. President Nixon ceased to press Israel to join the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty and dropped U.S. surveillance of the Israeli reactor at Dimona. In exchange, Israel committed itself to
maintain official ambiguity about its nuclear program. That policy remains in place nearly forty years later.
Without American approval and the financial assistance and lobbying of Jews in North America, Israel could
not have achieved its nuclear capability.

This is a fascinating story of scientists, politicians, spies, and major international personalities who all played
a part in an extraordinary undertaking that continues to shape the politics of the world's most volatile region.
Today it remains to be seen whether Israel will permit Iran to build a nuclear bomb and threaten Israel's
security.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Bomb in the Basement: How
Israel Went Nuclear and What That Means for the World will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching
for best book or appropriate book with you?

John Loya:

This book untitled The Bomb in the Basement: How Israel Went Nuclear and What That Means for the
World to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book
you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book
from your list.

Adrian Rogers:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The The Bomb in the Basement: How Israel Went Nuclear and What That Means for the
World provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Michael Garcia:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One
of many books in the top record in your reading list is actually The Bomb in the Basement: How Israel Went
Nuclear and What That Means for the World. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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