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Human beings are embedded in a set of social relations. A social network is one way of conceiving that set
of relations in terms of a number of persons connected to one another by varying degrees of relatedness. In
the early Jesus-group documents featuring Paul and coworkers, it takes little effort to envision the apostle's
collection of friends and friends of friends that is the Pauline network. The persons who constituted that
network are the focus of this set of brief books. For Christians of the Western tradition, these persons are
significant ancestors in faith. While each of them is worth knowing by themselves, it is largely because of
their standing within that web of social relations woven about and around Paul that they are of lasting
interest. Through this series we hope to come to know those persons in ways befitting their first-century
Mediterranean culture.

Women played a prominent role in the development of the early Jesus communities and formed an essential
part of Paul's social network. Lydia was one such woman. Her heart was opened to Paul's message, she
responded with faith by being baptized, and she offered her home in hospitality to Paul and his companions.
But beyond this not much is known of her. In Lydia: Paul's Cosmopolitan Hostess, Richard S.Ascough
constructs an image of Lydia based on what is known about the political, commercial, social, and religious
norms of the first-century world. Ascough describes the styles of possible dwellings in which Lydia could
have lived, the business opportunities that would have been available to her, and the religious cults that held
sway in Philippi at the time. With Ascough, readers will find that the importance of Lydia's story is that she
hears the message of God through Paul and responds with faith.

Richard S. Ascough is associate professor of New Testament at Queen's Theological College, Kingston,
Ontario. He is the author of numerous articles and essays on the documents and contexts of the early Jesus
believers, particularly their community structures. His books include: Passionate Visionary: Leadership
Lessons from the ApostlePaul (with Sandy Cotton, Novalis/Hendrickson, 2005), What Are They Saying
About the Formation of Pauline Churches? (Paulist Press, 1998), and Paul's Macedonian Associations
(Mohr Siebeck, 2003).
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From reader reviews:

William Sebastian:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Lydia: Paul's Cosmopolitan
Hostess (Paul's Social Network: Brothers and Sisters in Faith)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Daniel Ellis:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Lydia: Paul's Cosmopolitan
Hostess (Paul's Social Network: Brothers and Sisters in Faith) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jean Hogue:

Lydia: Paul's Cosmopolitan Hostess (Paul's Social Network: Brothers and Sisters in Faith) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Lydia: Paul's Cosmopolitan Hostess (Paul's Social Network: Brothers and Sisters in
Faith) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial considering.

Darron Hiller:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Lydia: Paul's Cosmopolitan Hostess
(Paul's Social Network: Brothers and Sisters in Faith) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a
book and examine it. Beside that the book Lydia: Paul's Cosmopolitan Hostess (Paul's Social Network:
Brothers and Sisters in Faith) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of the time.
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