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Matthew Battles does not write stories that move, develop or unfold. He creates worlds that hiss, snap, and
rattle, and decorates them with objects that brood in black, glassine silence, or crumble into dusty revelation.
Characters are left to grab at scraps of reality sent whipping about them at hurricane force. Ideas "run faster
than memory can sieve them from the flow," leaving vaporous reverie to fill the vacuum - dogs populate
trees, demolition men bear holy forgeries, and a slick dark box siphons off synaptic vibrations.

The thrill and anxiety of the Uncanny is the engine of this debut collection by rare book librarian and cultural
critic Matthew Battles. He invents a new Creole, one that combines the baroque grandiosity of 19th century
industrialist with the sleek grandiosity of the 21st technologist. Traversing musty libraries and austere
technology conferences, Battles quietly but ruthlessly discloses the beauty and grotesquerie of our present
times, our infatuation with the New and our nostalgia for the Old both lovingly depicted and then slowly
roasted on the spit.

In "The Dogs in the Trees," man's best friends deliver an enigmatic rebuke. The protagonist of "The
Sovereignties of Invention" is enthralled by a gadget that plumbs the depths of the stream of consciousness.
In "The Manuscript of Belz," a librarian ponders the glamor of the book and the bloody limits of cultural
experience. And "the Gnomon" seeks in Internet culture the same dark energies limned by Poe. Each story
within "The Sovereignties of Invention" waits, still, dark and deep, to yield its unique shock of uncanny truth
- the only choice is to dive in.
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From reader reviews:

George Marsh:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Sovereignties of Invention is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Donna Miller:

This The Sovereignties of Invention are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
reason of this The Sovereignties of Invention can be one of many great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that probably will shock
your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Sovereignties of Invention giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kurt Haney:

The Sovereignties of Invention can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Sovereignties of Invention nevertheless doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Linnie Martinez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Sovereignties of Invention can
give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Sovereignties of Invention.
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