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In the 150 years since the birth of the petroleum industry oil has saturated our culture, fueling our cars and
wars, our economy and policies. But just as thoroughly, culture saturates oil. So what exactly is “oil
culture”? This book pursues an answer through petrocapitalism’s history in literature, film, fine art, wartime
propaganda, and museum displays. Investigating cultural discourses that have taken shape around oil, these
essays compose the first sustained attempt to understand how petroleum has suffused the Western
imagination.

The contributors to this volume examine the oil culture nexus, beginning with the whale oil culture it
replaced and analyzing literature and films such as Giant, Sundown, Bernardo Bertolucci’s La Via del
Petrolio, and Ben Okri’s “What the Tapster Saw”; corporate art, museum installations, and contemporary
photography; and in apocalyptic visions of environmental disaster and science fiction. By considering oil as
both a natural resource and a trope, the authors show how oil’s dominance is part of culture rather than an
economic or physical necessity. Oil Culture sees beyond oil capitalism to alternative modes of energy
production and consumption.

Contributors: Georgiana Banita, U of Bamberg; Frederick Buell, Queens College; Gerry Canavan, Marquette
U; Melanie Doherty, Wesleyan College; Sarah Frohardt-Lane, Ripon College, Matthew T. Huber, Syracuse
U; Dolly Jørgensen, Umeå U; Stephanie LeMenager, U of Oregon; Hanna Musiol, Northeastern U; Chad H.
Parker, U of Louisiana at Lafayette; Ruth Salvaggio, U of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; Heidi Scott, Florida
International U; Imre Szeman, U of Alberta; Michael Watts, U of California, Berkeley; Jennifer Wenzel,
Columbia University; Sheena Wilson, U of Alberta; Rochelle Raineri Zuck, U of Minnesota Duluth;
Catherine Zuromskis, U of New Mexico.
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From reader reviews:

John Hickman:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Oil
Culture your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified
for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Oil Culture
giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

James Cooper:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Oil Culture book written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Oil Culture as good book not just by the cover but also with
the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Leola Grant:

The book untitled Oil Culture contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works.
It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Malcolm Moser:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Oil Culture. This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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