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In early February of 1968, at the beginning of the Tet Offensive, Private First Class Gregory V. Short arrived
in Vietnam as an eighteen-year-old U.S. Marine. Amid all of the confusion and destruction, he began his tour
of duty as an 81mm mortarman with the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, which was stationed at Con
Thien near the DMZ. While living in horrendous conditions reminiscent of the trenches in World War I, his
unit was cut off and constantly being bombarded by the North Vietnamese heavy artillery, rockets, and
mortars. Soon thereafter Short left his mortar crew and became an 81mm’s Forward Observer for Hotel
Company. Working with the U.S. Army’s 1st Air Cavalry Division and other units, he helped relieve the
siege at Khe Sanh by reopening Route 9. Short participated in several different operations close to the
Laotian border, where contact with the enemy was often heavy and always chaotic. On May 19, Ho Chi
Minh’s birthday, the NVA attempted to overrun the combat base in the early morning hours. Tragically,
during a two-month period, one of the companies (Foxtrot Company) within his battalion would sustain
more than 70 percent casualties. By September Short was transferred to the 1st Battalion 9th Marines (the
Walking Dead). Assigned as an infantryman (grunt) with Bravo Company and operating along the DMZ and
near the A Shau Valley, he would spend the next five months patrolling the mountainous terrain and
enduring the harsh elements. At the end of his first tour, he re-upped for a second and was assigned to the 1st
Marine Air Wing in Da Nang, where he had an opportunity to become familiar with the Vietnamese culture.
Direct, honest, and brutal in his observations, Short holds nothing back in describing the hardships of modern
warfare and our leaders’ illusions of success.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Gregg:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Ground Pounder: A Marine's Journey through South
Vietnam, 1968-1969 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mary Nixon:

Ground Pounder: A Marine's Journey through South Vietnam, 1968-1969 (North Texas Military Biography
and Memoir Series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Ground Pounder: A Marine's Journey through South
Vietnam, 1968-1969 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) although doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Melanie Young:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Ground Pounder: A Marine's Journey
through South Vietnam, 1968-1969 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still question Ground Pounder: A Marine's Journey through South
Vietnam, 1968-1969 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) as good book not merely by the
cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Keely Charles:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Ground Pounder: A Marine's Journey through South Vietnam, 1968-1969 (North
Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like



now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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