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Bartók's music is greatly prized by concertgoers, yet we know little about the intellectual milieu that gave
rise to his artistry. Bartók is often seen as a lonely genius emerging from a gray background of an
"underdeveloped country." Now Judit Frigyesi offers a broader perspective on Bartók's art by grounding it in
the social and cultural life of turn-of-the-century Hungary and the intense creativity of its modernist
movement. Bartók spent most of his life in Budapest, an exceptional man living in a remarkable milieu.
Frigyesi argues that Hungarian modernism in general and Bartók's aesthetic in particular should be
understood in terms of a collective search for wholeness in life and art and for a definition of identity in a
rapidly changing world. Is it still possible, Bartók's generation of artists asked, to create coherent art in a
world that is no longer whole? Bartók and others were preoccupied with this question and developed their
aesthetics in response to it. In a discussion of Bartók and of Endre Ady, the most influential Hungarian poet
of the time, Frigyesi demonstrates how different branches of art and different personalities responded to the
same set of problems, creating oeuvres that appear as reflections of one another. She also examines Bartók's
Bluebeard's Castle, exploring philosophical and poetic ideas of Hungarian modernism and linking Bartók's
stylistic innovations to these concepts.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Béla
Bartók and Turn-of-the-Century Budapest? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Rhonda Robitaille:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Béla Bartók and Turn-of-the-Century Budapest can be excellent book
to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Thomas Abrams:

The reason why? Because this Béla Bartók and Turn-of-the-Century Budapest is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Cathie Moss:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Béla Bartók and Turn-of-the-Century Budapest
can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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