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A vital reminder of the importance of academic freedom, Threatening Anthropology offers a meticulously
detailed account of how U.S. Cold War surveillance damaged the field of anthropology. David H. Price
reveals how dozens of activist anthropologists were publicly and privately persecuted during the Red Scares
of the 1940s and 1950s. He shows that it was not Communist Party membership or Marxist beliefs that
attracted the most intense scrutiny from the fbi and congressional committees but rather social activism,
particularly for racial justice. Demonstrating that the fbi’s focus on anthropologists lessened as activist work
and Marxist analysis in the field tapered off, Price argues that the impact of McCarthyism on anthropology
extended far beyond the lives of those who lost their jobs. Its messages of fear and censorship had a
pervasive chilling effect on anthropological investigation. As critiques that might attract government
attention were abandoned, scholarship was curtailed.

Price draws on extensive archival research including correspondence, oral histories, published sources, court
hearings, and more than 30,000 pages of fbi and government memorandums released to him under the
Freedom of Information Act. He describes government monitoring of activism and leftist thought on college
campuses, the surveillance of specific anthropologists, and the disturbing failure of the academic
community—including the American Anthropological Association—to challenge the witch hunts. Today the
“war on terror” is invoked to license the government’s renewed monitoring of academic work, and it is
increasingly difficult for researchers to access government documents, as Price reveals in the appendix
describing his wrangling with Freedom of Information Act requests. A disquieting chronicle of censorship
and its consequences in the past, Threatening Anthropology is an impassioned cautionary tale for the present.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Threatening Anthropology: McCarthyism and the
FBI's Surveillance of Activist Anthropologists. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Threatening Anthropology: McCarthyism
and the FBI's Surveillance of Activist Anthropologists. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mary Todd:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Threatening Anthropology: McCarthyism and the FBI's Surveillance of Activist
Anthropologists book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer regarding Threatening Anthropology: McCarthyism and the FBI's
Surveillance of Activist Anthropologists content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to
thinking Threatening Anthropology: McCarthyism and the FBI's Surveillance of Activist Anthropologists is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Tina Olsen:

Threatening Anthropology: McCarthyism and the FBI's Surveillance of Activist Anthropologists can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight
arrangement in writing Threatening Anthropology: McCarthyism and the FBI's Surveillance of Activist
Anthropologists nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Eddie Patten:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Threatening Anthropology: McCarthyism and
the FBI's Surveillance of Activist Anthropologists can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out
this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This



particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Threatening Anthropology: McCarthyism and the FBI's Surveillance of Activist
Anthropologists.
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