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Boasting a rich, complex history rooted in Celtic and Christian ritual, Halloween has evolved from ethnic
celebration to a blend of street festival, fright night, and vast commercial enterprise. In this colorful history,
Nicholas Rogers takes a lively, entertaining look at the cultural origins and development of one of the most
popular holidays of the year.
Drawing on a fascinating array of sources, from classical history to Hollywood films, Rogers traces
Halloween as it emerged from the Celtic festival of Samhain (summer's end), picked up elements of the
Christian Hallowtide (All Saint's Day and All Soul's Day), arrived in North America as an Irish and Scottish
festival, and evolved into an unofficial but large-scale holiday by the early 20th century. He examines the
1970s and '80s phenomena of Halloween sadism (razor blades in apples) and inner-city violence (arson in
Detroit), as well as the immense influence of the horror film genre on the reinvention of Halloween as a
terror-fest. Throughout his vivid account, Rogers shows how Halloween remains, at its core, a night of
inversion, when social norms are turned upside down, and a temporary freedom of expression reigns
supreme. He examines how this very license has prompted censure by the religious Right, occasional outrage
from law enforcement officials, and appropriation by Left-leaning political groups.
Engagingly written and based on extensive research, Halloween is the definitive history of the most
bewitching day of the year, illuminating the intricate history and shifting cultural forces behind this enduring
trick-or-treat holiday.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Damron:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night
ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The publication Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Halloween: From
Pagan Ritual to Party Night. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Edward Emory:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to
Party Night book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Leroy Mallett:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night, you may tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Jesus Gates:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to
be learn. Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
an individual who have those short free time problems.
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