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A vivid and engaging exploration of California's debt to the ancient world

Discussing the influence of the classics on America is nothing new; indeed, classical antiquity could be
considered second only to Christianity as a force in modeling America's national identity. What has never
been explored until now is how, from the beginning, Californians in particular chose to visually and
culturally craft their new world using the rhetoric of classical antiquity.

Through a lively exploration of material culture, literature, and architecture, American Arcadia offers a tour
through California's development as a Mediterranean haven from the late nineteenth century to the present.
In its earliest days, California was touted as the last opportunity for alienated Yankees to establish the refined
gentleman-farmer culture envisioned by Jefferson and build new cities free of the filth and corruption of
those they left back East. Through architecture and landscape design Californians fashioned an Arcadian
setting evocative of ancient Greece and Rome.Later, as Arcadia gave way to urban sprawl, entire city plans
were drafted to conjure classical antiquity, self-styled villas dotted the hills, and utopian communities began
to shape the state's social atmosphere.

Art historian Peter J. Holliday traces the classical influence primarily through the evidence of material
culture, yet the book emphasizes the stories and people, famous and forgotten, behind the works, such as
Florence Yoch, the renowned landscape designer and set designer for Gone with the Wind, and "Sister
Aimee" Semple McPherson, the most publicized Christian evangelist of her day, whose sermons filled the
Pantheon-like Angelus Temple. Telling stories from the creation of the famed aqueducts that turned the
semi-arid landscape to a cornucopia of almonds, alfalfa, and oranges to the birth of the body-sculpting
movement, American Arcadia offers readers a new way of seeing our past and ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

George Falls:

Within other case, little persons like to read book American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new
book American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition. You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Robert Kuehner:

The book American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book American Arcadia:
California and the Classical Tradition to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like wide open and read a publication American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Toni Sargent:

The book American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing
like a book American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition? A few of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ruth Vazquez:

American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing American Arcadia:
California and the Classical Tradition although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily



drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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