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In this fascinating study the lives and mores of women in one of the least understood but most densely
populated areas of the world are unveiled through the eyes of generations of court poets. For more than a
millennium, the poets of the Indic courts of Java and Bali composed epic kakawin poems in which they
recreated the court environment where they and their royal patrons lived. Major themes in this poetry form
include war, love, and marriage. It is a rich source for the cultural and social history of Indonesia. Still being
produced in Bali today, kakawin remain of interest and relevance to Balinese cultural and religious identities.
This book draws on the epic kakawin poetry tradition to examine the institutions of courtship and marriage in
the Indic courts. Its primary purpose is to explore the experiences of women belonging to the kakawin world,
although the texts by nature reveal more about the discourses concerning women, sexuality, and gender than
of the historical experiences of individual women. For over a thousand years these royal courts were major
patrons of the arts. The court-sponsored epic works that have survived provide an ongoing literary testimony
to the cultural and social concerns of court society from its ealiest recorded history until its demise at the end
of the nineteenth century. This study examines the idealized images of women and sexuality that have
pervaded Javanese and Balinese culture and provides insights into a number of cultural practices such as sati
or bela (self-immolation of widows).
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From reader reviews:

Neil Williams:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and
Sexuality in the Indic Courts of Java and Bali is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Jeffrey Haller:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and Sexuality in the Indic Courts of
Java and Bali.

Avis Marguez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is known as of book Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and Sexuality in the Indic Courts of Java
and Bali. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring
you from one location to other place.

Robert Knight:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. Through the book Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and Sexuality in the Indic Courts of
Java and Bali we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person
must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life with that book Women of the Kakawin World: Marriage and Sexuality in the Indic Courts
of Java and Bali. You can more attractive than now.
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