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Mark Zuckerberg, Chris Christie, and Cory Booker were ready to reform our failing schools. They
got an education.

When Mark Zuckerberg announced to a cheering Oprah audience his $100 million pledge to transform the
downtrodden schools of Newark, New Jersey, then mayor Cory Booker and Governor Chris Christie were
beside him, vowing to help make Newark “a symbol of educational excellence for the whole nation.” But
their plans soon ran into the city’s seasoned education players, fierce protectors of their billion-dollar-a-year
system. It’s a prize that, for generations, has enriched seemingly everyone, except Newark’s children. 

Dale Russakoff delivers a riveting drama of our times, encompassing the rise of celebrity politics, big
philanthropy, extreme economic inequality, the charter school movement, and the struggles and triumphs of
schools in one of the nation’s poorest cities. As Cory Booker navigates between his status as “rock star
mayor” on Oprah’s stage and object of considerable distrust at home, the tumultuous changes planned by
reformers and their highly paid consultants spark a fiery grass-roots opposition stoked by local politicians
and union leaders.  The growth of charters forces the hand of Newark’s school superintendent Cami
Anderson, who closes, consolidates, or redesigns more than a third of the city’s schools—a scenario on the
horizon for many urban districts across America. 
Russakoff provides a close-up view of twenty-six-year-old Mark Zuckerberg and his wife as they decide to
give the immense sum of money to Newark and then experience an education of their own amid the fallout
of the reforms. Most moving are Russakoff’s portraits from inside classrooms, as homegrown teachers and
principals battle heroically to reach students damaged by extreme poverty and violence. 

The Prize is an absorbing portrait of a titanic struggle, indispensable for anyone who cares about the future of
public education and the nation’s children.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Shivers:

The book The Prize: Who's in Charge of America's Schools? give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Prize: Who's in Charge of America's Schools? to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open and read a reserve The Prize: Who's in Charge of America's Schools?. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Lanell Sessions:

The reason? Because this The Prize: Who's in Charge of America's Schools? is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Carolyn Lutz:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Prize: Who's in Charge of America's
Schools? can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Louis Patrick:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book The
Prize: Who's in Charge of America's Schools?. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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