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In an age of increasing environmental problems, ecology has had to grow up fast from a discipline dealing
with relatively simple interactions between species to one that tries to explain changes in global patterns of
diversity and richness. The issues are complex. Every species may seem to have its own unique role, but if
that is true, then why are there hundreds of species of plankton in an ecosystem with only a handful of
niches? The tropics have a high biodiversity, but does anybody know why? And how can a single introduced
tree species wreak havoc in Hawaii’s rainforests, when it is one of thousands of quietly coexisting tree
species in its native continent, South America?
The strength of this book is that it will help digest some of these more complex issues in the ecology of
biodiversity. It will do this by zooming out from the local scale to the global scale in a number of steps,
marrying community ecology with macroecology, and introducing unexpected nuggets of natural history
along the way. The reader will notice that, the larger the scale, the more the familiar niche-concept appears to
be overshadowed by exotic fields from fractal and complexity theory. However, scientists differ in opinion
on the scale at which niches become irrelevant. These differences of opinion, but also the search for unified
ecological theories, will form another force by which the story will be carried along to its conclusion. A
conclusion which, surprisingly, seeks to find a glimpse of the globe's future in the traces from its past.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Smith:

This The Loom of Life book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This The Loom of Life
without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry The Loom of Life can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This The Loom of
Life having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kathleen Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Loom of Life that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you can pick The Loom of Life become your personal starter.

Stephen Mosley:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Loom of Life why because the great cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Louis Ono:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Loom of Life is simple to deliver
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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