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Her maps of the ocean floor have been called "one of the most remarkable achievements in modern
cartography", yet no one knows her name.

Soundings is the story of the enigmatic, unknown woman behind one of the greatest achievements of the
20th century. Before Marie Tharp, geologist and gifted draftsperson, the whole world, including most of the
scientific community, thought the ocean floor was a vast expanse of nothingness. In 1948, at age 28, Marie
walked into the newly formed geophysical lab at Columbia University and practically demanded a job. The
scientists at the lab were all male; the women who worked there were relegated to secretary or assistant.
Through sheer willpower and obstinacy, Marie was given the job of interpreting the soundings (records of
sonar pings measuring the ocean's depths) brought back from the ocean-going expeditions of her male
colleagues. The marriage of artistry and science behind her analysis of this dry data gave birth to a major
work: the first comprehensive map of the ocean floor, which laid the groundwork for proving the then-
controversial theory of continental drift.

When combined, Marie's scientific knowledge, her eye for detail and her skill as an artist revealed not a vast
empty plane, but an entire world of mountains and volcanoes, ridges and rifts, and a gateway to the past that
allowed scientists the means to imagine how the continents and the oceans had been created over time.

Just as Marie dedicated more than twenty years of her professional life to what became the Lamont
Geological Observatory, engaged in the task of mapping every ocean on Earth, she dedicated her personal
life to her great friendship with her co-worker, Bruce Heezen. Partners in work and in many ways, partners
in life, Marie and Bruce were devoted to one another as they rose to greater and greater prominence in the
scientific community, only to be envied and finally dismissed by their beloved institute. They went on
together, refining and perfecting their work and contributing not only to humanity's vision of the ocean floor,
but to the way subsequent generations would view the Earth as a whole.

With an imagination as intuitive as Marie's, brilliant young writer Hali Felt brings to vivid life the story of
the pioneering scientist whose work became the basis for the work of others scientists for generations to
come.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Maiden:

The book Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor?
Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable
Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cleta Blackwell:

Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor yet
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.

Donald Spada:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor
can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Lewis Farnsworth:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable
Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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