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Praise for Saeed Jones:

"Jones is the kind of writer who’s more than wanted: he’s desperately needed."—FlavorWire

"I get shout-happy when I read these poems; they are the gospel; they are the good news of the sustaining
power of imagination, tenderness, and outright joy."—D. A. Powell

“Prelude to Bruise works its tempestuous mojo just under the skin, wreaking a sweet havoc and rearranging
the pulse. These poems don't dole out mercy. Mr. Jones undoubtedly dipped his pen in fierce before crafting
these stanzas that rock like backslap. Straighten your skirt, children. The doors of the church are
open.”—Patricia Smith

“It’s a big book, a major book. A game-changer. Dazzling, brutal, real. Not just brilliant, caustic, and
impassioned but a work that brings history—in which the personal and political are inter-constitutive—to the
immediate moment. Jones takes a reader deep into lived experience, into a charged world divided among
unstable yet entrenched lines: racial, gendered, political, sexual, familial. Here we absorb each quiet
resistance, each whoop of joy, a knowledge of violence and of desire, an unbearable ache/loss/yearning. This
is not just a “new voice” but a new song, a new way of singing, a new music made of deep grief’s wildfire,
of burning intelligence and of all-feeling heart, scorched and seared. In a poem, Jones says, “Boy’s body is a
song only he can hear.” But now that we have this book, we can all hear it. And it’s
unforgettable.”—Brenda Shaughnessy

“Inside each hunger, each desire, speaks the voice of a boy that admits ‘I’ve always wanted to be dangerous.’
This is not a threat but a promise to break away from the affliction of silence, to make audible the stories that
trouble the dimensions of masculinity and discomfort the polite conversations about race. With impressive
grace, Saeed Jones situates the queer black body at the center, where his visibility and vulnerability nurture
emotional strength and the irrepressible energy to claim those spaces that were once denied or withheld from
him. Prelude to a Bruise is a daring debut.”—Rigoberto González

From "Sleeping Arrangement":

Take your hand out
from under my pillow.

And take your sheets with you.
Drag them under. Make pretend ghosts.

I can't have you rattling the bed springs
so keep still, keep quiet.

Mistake yourself for shadows.
Learn the lullabies of lint.



Saeed Jones works as the editor of BuzzfeedLGBT.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Fentress:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Prelude to
Bruise? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Timothy Reed:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Prelude to Bruise as the daily resource information.

Michael Roberts:

This Prelude to Bruise is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Prelude to Bruise in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Carlos Mendoza:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Prelude to Bruise can give you a lot of close
friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Prelude to Bruise.
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