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On the night of March 2, 1962, in Hershey, Pennsylvania, right up the street from the chocolate factory, Wilt
Chamberlain, a young and striking athlete celebrated as the Big Dipper, scored one hundred points in a game
against the New York Knickerbockers.

As historic and revolutionary as the achievement was, it remains shrouded in myth. The game was not
televised; no New York sportswriters showed up; and a fourteen-year-old local boy ran onto the court when
Chamberlain scored his hundredth point, shook his hand, and then ran off with the basketball. In telling the
story of this remarkable night, author Gary M. Pomerantz brings to life a lost world of American sports.

In 1962, the National Basketball Association, stepchild to the college game, was searching for its identity. Its
teams were mostly white, the number of black players limited by an unspoken quota. Games were played in
drafty, half-filled arenas, and the players traveled on buses and trains, telling tall tales, playing cards, and
sometimes reading Joyce. Into this scene stepped the unprecedented Wilt Chamberlain: strong and quick-
witted, voluble and enigmatic, a seven-footer who played with a colossal will and a dancer’s grace. That
strength, will, grace, and mystery were never more in focus than on March 2, 1962. Pomerantz tracked down
Knicks and Philadelphia Warriors, fans, journalists, team officials, other NBA stars of the era, and basketball
historians, conducting more than 250 interviews in all, to recreate in painstaking detail the game that
announced the Dipper’s greatness. He brings us to Hershey, Pennsylvania, a sweet-seeming model of the
gentle, homogeneous small-town America that was fast becoming anachronistic. We see the fans and
players, alternately fascinated and confused by Wilt, drawn anxiously into the spectacle. Pomerantz portrays
the other legendary figures in this story: the Warriors’ elegant coach Frank McGuire; the beloved, if
rumpled, team owner Eddie Gottlieb; and the irreverent p.a. announcer Dave “the Zink” Zinkoff, who
handed out free salamis courtside.

At the heart of the book is the self-made Chamberlain, a romantic cosmopolitan who owned a nightclub in
Harlem and shrugged off segregation with a bebop cool but harbored every slight deep in his psyche. March
2, 1962, presented the awesome sight of Wilt Chamberlain imposing himself on a world that would diminish
him. Wilt, 1962 is not only the dramatic story of a singular basketball game but a meditation on small towns,
midcentury America, and one of the most intriguing figures in the pantheon of sports heroes.

Also available as a Random House AudioBook

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Baca:

This Wilt, 1962: The Night of 100 Points and the Dawn of a New Era book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This Wilt, 1962: The Night of 100 Points and the Dawn of a New Era without we
understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Wilt, 1962: The Night of 100 Points and the Dawn of a New Era can bring once you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This
Wilt, 1962: The Night of 100 Points and the Dawn of a New Era having great arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Rhonda Munoz:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
Wilt, 1962: The Night of 100 Points and the Dawn of a New Era.

Chung England:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Wilt, 1962: The Night of 100 Points
and the Dawn of a New Era can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Sharon Scott:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Wilt, 1962: The Night of 100 Points and
the Dawn of a New Era.
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