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By studying the multiracial Jewish organization Hatzaad Harishon, Janice W. Fernheimer’s Stepping into
Zion considers the question “Who is a Jew?”— a critical rhetorical issue with far-reaching consequences for
Jews and non-Jews alike.

Hatzaad Harishon ("The First Step") was a New York-based, multiracial Jewish organization that worked to
increase recognition and legitimacy for Black Jews in the sixties and seventies. In Stepping into Zion, Janice
W. Fernheimer examines the history and archives of Hatzaad Harishon to illuminate the shifting definitions
and borders of Jewish identity, which have critical relevance to Jews of all traditions as well as to non-Jews.

Fernheimer focuses on a period when Jewish identity was in flux and deeply influenced by the Civil Rights
and Black Power movements. In 1964, white and Black Jews formed Hatzaad Harishon to foster interaction
and unity between Black and white Jewish communities. They raised the question of who or what constitutes
Jewishness or Jewish identity, and in searching for an answer succeeded—both historically and
rhetorically—in gaining increased recognition for Black Jews. Fernheimer traces how, despite deep
disagreement over definitions, members of Hatzaad Harishon were able to create common ground in a
process she terms "interruptive invention": an incremental model for rhetorical success that allows different
groups to begin and continue important but difficult discussions when they share little common ground or
make unequal claims to institutional and discursive power, or when the nature of common ground is
precisely what is at stake. Consequently, they provide a practical way out of the seemingly incommensurable
stalemate incompatible worldviews present.

 

Through insightful interpretations of Hatzaad Harishon's archival materials, Fernheimer chronicles the
group's successes and failures within the larger rhetorical history of conflicts that emerge when cultural
identities shift or expand.
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From reader reviews:

James Smith:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Stepping Into Zion: Hatzaad Harishon, Black Jews, and the
Remaking of Jewish Identity (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Stepping Into Zion: Hatzaad
Harishon, Black Jews, and the Remaking of Jewish Identity (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit). You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Angela Smith:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Stepping Into Zion: Hatzaad Harishon,
Black Jews, and the Remaking of Jewish Identity (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) will make you to always
be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Tracie Berry:

The actual book Stepping Into Zion: Hatzaad Harishon, Black Jews, and the Remaking of Jewish Identity
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suitable to you. The book Stepping Into Zion: Hatzaad Harishon, Black Jews, and the Remaking of Jewish
Identity (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Alexandra Robbins:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Stepping Into Zion: Hatzaad Harishon,
Black Jews, and the Remaking of Jewish Identity (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) is simple to bring you
can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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