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The election of Pope Francis in March 2013 marked an important moment within the Roman Catholic
Church, a moment of continuities and discontinuities. On the one hand he is the first Latin American and the
first Jesuit to be elected to lead his Church; on the other hand he provides continuity through a focus on the
needs of the poor that goes back to John XXIII and Vatican II. A traditional thinker, theologically speaking,
since being elected he has spoken repeatedly of the need for the Church to be poor and to serve the poor.
This is the first biography of the Pope to analyse his life and thought in the light of both Argentinean history
and the original Spanish texts of his writings, speeches and homilies. Written by a world authority on Latin
American religion and politics, Pope Francis looks at Bergoglio’s development as a Jesuit and as a bishop
from a Latin American perspective, relating his actions and homilies to the ecclesial developments in Latin
America since Vatican II. Thus, important markers are the Bishop’s conferences of Medellin, Puebla, Santo
Domingo and Aparecida, as well as the controversy surrounding his actions during the Argentinean ‘dirty
war’ when the military junta ruled Argentina in the 1970s and 80s. Francis is a Latin American and as Pope
he is better understood personally, intellectually and theologically by using a frame of reference that
examines his role within the changes in the Roman Catholic Church in Latin America over the past 50 years.
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From reader reviews:

Nathanael Ma:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Pope Francis: His Life and Thought
book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Tonya Sewell:

Why? Because this Pope Francis: His Life and Thought is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier
to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Joseph Navarro:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list will be Pope Francis: His Life and Thought. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Raymond Albanese:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Pope Francis: His Life and Thought when you necessary it?
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