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In 1987, the Japanese government inaugurated the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) program in response
to global pressure to "internationalize" its society. This ambitious program has grown to be a major
government operation, with an annual budget of $400 million (greater than the United States NEA and NEH
combined) and more than six thousand foreign nationals employed each year in public schools all over
Japan.

How does a relatively homogeneous and insular society react when a buzzword is suddenly turned into a
reality? How did the arrival of so many foreigners affect Japan's educational bureaucracy? How did the
foreigners themselves feel upon discovering that English teaching was not the primary goal of the program?
In this balanced study of the JET program, David L. McConnell draws on ten years of ethnographic research
to explore the cultural and political dynamics of internationalization in Japan. Through vignettes and
firsthand accounts, he highlights and interprets the misunderstandings of the early years of the program,
traces the culture clashes at all levels of the bureaucracy, and speculates on what lessons the JET program
holds for other multicultural initiatives.

This fascinating book's jargon-free style and interdisciplinary approach will make it appealing to educators,
policy analysts, students of Japan, and prospective and former JET participants.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Howard:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this Importing Diversity: Inside Japan's JET Program
book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Gary Tawney:

Precisely why? Because this Importing Diversity: Inside Japan's JET Program is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Harold Houston:

The book untitled Importing Diversity: Inside Japan's JET Program contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Gregory Sims:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Importing Diversity: Inside Japan's JET Program when you desired it?
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