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During the last centuries of the Roman Empire, the prevailing ideal of feminine virtue was radically
transformed: the pure but fertile heroines of Greek and Roman romance were replaced by a Christian heroine
who ardently refused the marriage bed. How this new concept and figure of purity is connected with--indeed,
how it abetted--social and religious change is the subject of Kate Cooper's lively book.

The Romans saw marital concord as a symbol of social unity--one that was important to maintaining the
vigor and political harmony of the empire itself. This is nowhere more clear than in the ancient novel, where
the mutual desire of hero and heroine is directed toward marriage and social renewal. But early Christian
romance subverted the main outline of the story: now the heroine abandons her marriage partner for an
otherworldly union with a Christian holy man. Cooper traces the reception of this new ascetic literature
across the Roman world. How did the ruling classes respond to the Christian claim to moral superiority,
represented by the new ideal of sexual purity? How did women themselves react to the challenge to their
traditional role as matrons and matriarchs? In addressing these questions, Cooper gives us a vivid picture of
dramatically changing ideas about sexuality, family, and morality--a cultural revolution with far-reaching
implications for religion and politics, women and men.

The Virgin and the Bride offers a new look at central aspects of the Christianization of the Roman world, and
an engaging discussion of the rhetoric of gender and the social meaning of idealized womanhood.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Boyd:

This book untitled The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Novella Tinch:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity.

Patsy Hall:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get ahead of. The The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity
giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

William Keller:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized
Womanhood in Late Antiquity to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in
Late Antiquity can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of this time.
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