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Josephine Tascher de la Pagerie, born a Creole on the island of Martinique in the French West Indies,
became one of the best known and most envied women who ever lived. Sent to France to make an
advantageous marriage to a young aristocrat, her naivete and lack of education left her ill prepared to deal
with the sophisticated - if decadent - world of pre-Revolutionary Paris. Treated cruelly by her shallow young
husband, her life had become a nightmare during the Terror, in which she was imprisoned and almost lost
her life. It was during this period that she honed the skills of manipulation and seduction that would lead her
from the dungeons of the terror into the beds of the post-Revolutionary powerbrokers, including the Corsican
corporal who would conquer Europe.

As the wife of Napoleon Bonaparte, conqueror of Europe and the wonder of his age, Josephine was assumed
to be a worthy consort for her astounding husband, a woman as beautiful, wise and altogether remarkable as
he was charismatic, brilliant, and invincible in battle. When in 1804 she knelt before Napoleon in Notre
Dame and he placed the imperial crown on her head, making her Empress of France, her extraordinary
destiny seemed to be fulfilled. The unknown woman from Martinique became the highest ranking woman in
the land, as far above the average Frenchwoman as Napoleon himself was above the humblest soldier in his
armies.

Yet the truth behind the glorious symbolism in Notre Dame was much darker. For the eight-year marriage
between Josephine and Napoleon had long been corroded by infidelity and abuse, and for years Josephine
had dreaded that her husband would divorce her. Far from the love match previous biographers have
described, Erickson's Napoleon and Josephine were the ultimate pragmatists, drawn together by political
necessity while their emotions were engaged elsewhere.

Carolly Erickson, the critically acclaimed biographer of the Tudor monarchs, as well as of Marie Antoinette
and Queen Victoria, using her trademark ability to penetrate and explain the psychological make-up of her
subjects, paints a fascinating portrait of an immensely complex and ultimately tragic woman.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Josephine: A Life of the Empress. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Josephine: A
Life of the Empress. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Melvin Groth:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Josephine: A Life of the Empress is kind
of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Denise Dennis:

The book with title Josephine: A Life of the Empress contains a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Irma Tijerina:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Josephine: A Life of the Empress can
give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Josephine: A Life of the Empress.
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