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In a book that is at once a major contribution to modern European history and a cautionary tale for today,
Isabel V. Hull argues that the routines and practices of the Imperial German Army, unchecked by effective
civilian institutions, increasingly sought the absolute destruction of its enemies as the only guarantee of the
nation's security. So deeply embedded were the assumptions and procedures of this distinctively German
military culture that the Army, in its drive to annihilate the enemy military, did not shrink from the utter
destruction of civilian property and lives. Carried to its extreme, the logic of "military necessity" found real
security only in extremities of destruction, in the "silence of the graveyard."

Hull begins with a dramatic account, based on fresh archival work, of the German Army's slide from
administrative murder to genocide in German Southwest Africa (1904-7). The author then moves back to
1870 and the war that inaugurated the Imperial era in German history, and analyzes the genesis and nature of
this specifically German military culture and its operations in colonial warfare. In the First World War the
routines perfected in the colonies were visited upon European populations. Hull focuses on one set of cases
(Belgium and northern France) in which the transition to total destruction was checked (if barely) and on
another (Armenia) in which "military necessity" caused Germany to accept its ally's genocidal policies even
after these became militarily counterproductive. She then turns to the Endkampf (1918), the German General
Staff's plan to achieve victory in the Great War even if the homeland were destroyed in the process-a
seemingly insane campaign that completes the logic of this deeply institutionalized set of military routines
and practices. Hull concludes by speculating on the role of this distinctive military culture in National
Socialism's military and racial policies.

Absolute Destruction has serious implications for the nature of warmaking in any modern power. At its heart
is a warning about the blindness of bureaucratic routines, especially when those bureaucracies command the
instruments of mass death.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Richardson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled Absolute Destruction:
Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial Germany? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Stella Carpenter:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Absolute Destruction: Military Culture
and the Practices of War in Imperial Germany will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search
of best book or suited book with you?

Loren Benton:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Absolute Destruction:
Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial Germany is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Henry Hedrick:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial Germany can make you sense
more interested to read.
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