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Around the turn of the twentieth century, Vienna and Berlin were centers of scientific knowledge,
accompanied by a sense of triumphalism and confidence in progress. Yet they were also sites of fascination
with urban decay, often focused on sexual and criminal deviants and the tales of violence surrounding them.
Sensational media reports fed the prurient public’s hunger for stories from the criminal underworld: sadism,
sexual murder, serial killings, accusations of Jewish ritual child murder—as well as male and female
homosexuality.

In Violent Sensations, Scott Spector explores how the protagonists of these stories—people at society’s
margins—were given new identities defined by the groundbreaking sciences of psychiatry, sexology, and
criminology, and how this expert knowledge was then transmitted to an eager public by journalists covering
court cases and police investigations. The book analyzes these sexual and criminal subjects on three levels:
first, the expertise of scientists, doctors, lawyers, and scholars; second, the sensationalism of newspaper
scandal and pulp fiction; and, third, the subjective ways that the figures themselves came to understand who
they were. Throughout, Spector answers important questions about how fantasies of extreme depravity and
bestiality figure into the central European self-image of cities as centers of progressive civilization, as well as
the ways in which the sciences of social control emerged alongside the burgeoning emancipation of women
and homosexuals.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Clarke:

This Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia
in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin,
1860-1914 can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and
Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

Jodie Kahl:

Here thing why this specific Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and
Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no book that similar with Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in
Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in
Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 in e-book can be your alternate.

Eric Bittinger:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-
1914 why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Elizabeth Ramsey:

This Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 is new way for you who
has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you



into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914 can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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