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What did it mean to be a scientist before the profession itself existed? Jan Golinski finds an answer in the
remarkable career of Humphry Davy, the foremost chemist of his day and one of the most distinguished
British men of science of the nineteenth century. Originally a country boy from a modest background, Davy
was propelled by his scientific accomplishments to a knighthood and the presidency of the Royal Society. An
enigmatic figure to his contemporaries, Davy has continued to elude the efforts of biographers to classify
him: poet, friend to Coleridge and Wordsworth, author of travel narratives and a book on fishing, chemist
and inventor of the miners’ safety lamp. What are we to make of such a man?
           
In The Experimental Self, Golinski argues that Davy’s life is best understood as a prolonged process of self-
experimentation. He follows Davy from his youthful enthusiasm for physiological experiment through his
self-fashioning as a man of science in a period when the path to a scientific career was not as well-trodden as
it is today. What emerges is a portrait of Davy as a creative fashioner of his own identity through a lifelong
series of experiments in selfhood.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

This The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) tend to be
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Experimental
Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) can be one of many great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The
Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Albert Aucoin:

The publication untitled The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science
(Synthesis) is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The
Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Edgar Workman:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man
of Science (Synthesis) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Donald Benson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a
Man of Science (Synthesis) can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
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