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An Ordinary Marriage is the story of the Chikhachevs, middling-income gentry landowners in nineteenth-
century provincial Russia. In a seemingly strange contradiction, the mother of this family, Natalia, oversaw
serf labor and managed finances while the father, Andrei, raised the children, at a time when domestic
ideology advocating a woman's place in the home was at its height in European advice manuals. But Andrei
Chikhachev defined masculinity as a realm of intellectualism; the father could be in charge of moral
education, defined as an intellectual task. Managing estates that often barely yielded a livable income was a
practical task and therefore considered less elevated, though still vitally important to the family's interests.
Thus estate management was available to gentry women like Natalia Chikhacheva, and the fact that it
inevitably expanded their realm of influence and opportunity (within the limits of their estates), and that it
increased their centrality to the family's material security relative to their social counterparts to the west, was
accidental.

An Ordinary Marriage examines the daily activities and ideas of the family based on multiple overlapping
diaries and informal correspondence by the husband, wife, and son of the family, as well as the wife's
brother. No such cache of intimate Russian family documents has ever previously been studied in such
depth. The family's relative obscurity (with no pretensions to fame, wealth, or influence) and the presence of
a woman's private documents are especially unusual in any context. The book considers the Chikhachevs'
social life, reading habits, attitudes toward illness and death, as well as their marital roles and their reception
of major ideas of their time, such as domesticity, Enlightenment, sentimentalism, and Romanticism.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a
Gentry Family in Provincial Russia. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Leticia Nielson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know which one you should start with. This An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a Gentry Family in
Provincial Russia is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Tammy Crider:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a Gentry Family in Provincial Russia we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book An
Ordinary Marriage: The World of a Gentry Family in Provincial Russia. You can more inviting than now.

Frank Anderson:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a
Gentry Family in Provincial Russia to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and go through it. Beside that the book An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a Gentry Family in
Provincial Russia can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of the time.
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