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In the mid-nineteenth century the eyes of western European explorers were firmly fixed on advancing inland
from former maritime colonies in the Americas, Africa, the Indian sub-continent and Australasia, their
motives often being inextricably bound up with concerns of imperial politics and commerce. Simultaneously,
further east, Russians resumed their perceived mission to civilise Asia, following their own country’s
humiliation during the Crimean War. From a springboard of Siberian territories acquired gradually over the
previous three centuries, discovery and expansion radiated from the Imperial Russian Geographical Society,
founded in 1845 and incorporating initiatives drawn from descendants of immigrant French and German
scientists who themselves inspired a new generation of liberal intellectuals. A key personality in that
movement was the Society’s librarian and secretary of its physical geography section, P. P. Semenov (1827-
1914), a member of a minor gentry family who had been tutored by a pupil of Linnacus and who had studied
under Ritter and von Humboldt at Berlin during a tour of Europe in 1853-4. From them he conceived the
notion of travelling to the virtually unknown lands of Central Asia, ostensibly to verify opinions on the
existence there of active volcanoes and glaciers. In reality his ambition was to penetrate beyond the Kazakh
steppe and to reach the fabled Celestial Mountains, the Tian’-Shan’ range, which constituted the politically
sensitive border between Russia and China and the equally hostile buffer zone of Muslim kahnates.
Accompanied only by a serf servant, in May 1856 Semenov embarked on a 18-month journey from St
Petersburg through Kazan’ to Semipalatinsk, and thence via the Altai to the newly established Russian
settlement of Vernoe (later Alma-Ata, now Almaty). Subsequently he received a Cossack escort on his trek
into the high plateaus and ridges surrounding Issyk-kul’, to ’the very heart of Asia’. Throughout his
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Petr Petrovich Semenov: Travels in the
Tian-Shan, 1856-1857, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its named reading friends.

Margaret Coleman:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be learn. Petr Petrovich Semenov: Travels in the Tian-Shan, 1856-1857 can be your answer
since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Deborah Hart:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Petr Petrovich Semenov: Travels in the
Tian-Shan, 1856-1857 can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Nathan Weaver:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you also know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Petr
Petrovich Semenov: Travels in the Tian-Shan, 1856-1857.
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