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Dueling Discourses offers qualitative and quantitative analyses of the linguistic and discursive forms utilized
by opposing lawyers in their closing arguments during criminal trials. Laura Felton Rosulek analyzes how
these arguments construct contrasting representations of the same realities, applying the insights and
methodologies of critical discourse analysis and systemic functional linguistics to a corpus of arguments
from seventeen trials. Her analysis suggests that silencing (omitting relevant information), de-emphasizing
(giving information comparatively less attention and focus), and emphasizing (giving information
comparatively more attention and focus) are the key communicative devices that lawyers rely on to create
their summations. Through these processes, lawyers' lexical, syntactic, thematic, and discursive patterns,
both within individual narratives and across whole arguments, function together to create versions of reality
that reflect each individual lawyer's goals and biases.

The first detailed analysis of closing arguments, this book will significantly improve our understanding of
courtroom discourse. Furthermore, as previous research on all genres of discourse has examined
exclusion/inclusion and de-emphasis/emphasis as separate issues rather than as steps on a continuum, this
book will advance the field of discourse analysis by establishing the ubiquity of these phenomena.
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From reader reviews:

Randell Easley:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do that. You
must know how great in addition to important the book Dueling Discourses: The Construction of Reality in
Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in Language and Law). All type of book are you able to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Andrew Schulz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Dueling Discourses: The
Construction of Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Frank Wimmer:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. Dueling Discourses: The Construction of Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in
Language and Law) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra
time problems.

Denise Barnhart:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Dueling Discourses: The
Construction of Reality in Closing Arguments (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) is simple to create you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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