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Daniel Chacón follows his critically praised debut collection of short stories, Chicano Chicanery, with
this brilliant debut novel, destined to become a classic in Chicano-American literature.
Joey Molina had never been in a fight. The very thought of violence upset him. He only wanted to be an
actor, and so he read plays and learned new words with his mother.
When he's cast in the lead role in the school play, he's eager to go home and tell his family about it, but his
parents have an announcement of their own.
In a climb up the socioeconomic ladder, the Molinas move from their Central California barrio to a small
town in Oregon where they are one of only three Latino families. The kids in Joey's school assume that since
he's a Chicano from California, he must know about gangs and street life. This is when Joey assumes the
acting role of his young life.
In order to win instant popularity, fear, and respect, he tells everyone that he was in a gang, that he was a
member of vato loco, a tough street gang who fought with knifes and chains, and yes, sometimes guns
("Sometimes death was involved," he tells them). The kids listen to his stories with rapt attention. When they
urge Joey to start a gang in their small Oregon town, he does, and his new friends become unwitting actors in
the comedy of which he is the writer, the director, and the star. However, after years of posturing as a tough
guy, he wonders, is he a gang leader, or is he still acting?
In the gang fight battle royal, Joey Molina must face his most powerful rivals, his family, and himself.
Daniel Chacón renders the heart and soul of his memorable characters with extraordinary insight, crafting a
profound story that resonates with emotional intensity.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

This book untitled and the shadows took him: A Novel to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Audrey Thompson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is and the shadows took him: A Novel.

Tracey Egan:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and and the shadows took him: A Novel or
maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes and the shadows took him: A Novel to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.

Maurice Neely:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this and the shadows took him: A Novel.
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