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A harrowing investigation of the tortuous path our food products take—from slaughter to Spam

On the production line in American packing-houses, there is one cardinal rule: the chain never slows. Under
pressure to increase supply, the supervisors of meat-processing plants have routinely accelerated the pace of
conveyors, leading to inhumane conditions, increased accidents, and food of questionable, often dangerous
quality. In The Chain, acclaimed journalist Ted Genoways uses the story of Hormel Foods and its most
famous product, Spam—a recession-era staple—to probe the state of the meatpacking industry, including the
expansion of agribusiness and the effects of immigrant labor on Middle America.

Interviewing scores of line workers, union leaders, hog farmers, and local politicians and activists,
Genoways reveals an industry pushed to its breaking point. Along the way, he exposes alarming new trends:
sick or permanently disabled workers, abused animals, water and soil pollution, and mounting conflict
between small towns and immigrant labor.

The narrative moves across the heartland—from Minnesota, to witness the cut-and-kill operation; to Iowa, to
observe breeding and farrowing in massive hog barns; to Nebraska, to see the tense town hall meetings and
broken windows in reaction to the arrival of Hispanic workers; and back to Minnesota, where political
refugees from Burma give the workforce the power it needs to fight back.

A searching exposé in the tradition of Upton Sinclair, Rachel Carson, and Eric Schlosser, The Chain is a
mesmerizing story and an urgent warning about the hidden costs of the food we eat.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Blecha:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Chain: Farm, Factory, and the Fate of Our Food.

David Shetler:

This The Chain: Farm, Factory, and the Fate of Our Food are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Chain: Farm, Factory, and the Fate of Our Food can
be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed you with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this The Chain: Farm, Factory, and the Fate of Our Food forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Valerie Garrison:

This The Chain: Farm, Factory, and the Fate of Our Food is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Chain: Farm, Factory, and the Fate of Our Food in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute
right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt this?

John Ward:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Chain:
Farm, Factory, and the Fate of Our Food which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.
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