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“Nothing about us without us” has been a core principle of American disability rights activists for more than
half a century. It represents a response by people with disabilities to being treated with scorn and abuse or as
objects of pity, and to having the most fundamental decisions relating to their lives—where they would live;
if and how they would be educated; if they would be allowed to marry or have families; indeed, if they
would be permitted to live at all—made by those who were, in the parlance of the movement, “temporarily
able-bodied.”

In What We Have Done: An Oral History of the Disability Rights Movement, Fred Pelka takes that slogan at
face value. He presents the voices of disability rights activists who, in the period from 1950 to 1990,
transformed how society views people with disabilities, and recounts how the various streams of the
movement came together to push through the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the most sweeping
civil rights legislation since passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Beginning with the stories of those who
grew up with disabilities in the 1940s and ’50s, the book traces how disability came to be seen as a political
issue, and how people with disabilities—often isolated, institutionalized, and marginalized—forged a
movement analogous to the civil rights, women’s rights, and gay rights movements, and fought for full and
equal participation in American society.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Duprey:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book What We Have Done: An Oral History of the
Disability Rights Movement has been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication What We Have Done: An Oral History
of the Disability Rights Movement is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book What We Have Done: An Oral History of the Disability Rights Movement.
You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Kathy Norvell:

This What We Have Done: An Oral History of the Disability Rights Movement book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This What We Have Done: An Oral History of the Disability Rights Movement
without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
become worry What We Have Done: An Oral History of the Disability Rights Movement can bring when
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This What We Have Done: An Oral History of the Disability Rights
Movement having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested
in reading.

Donna Graham:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go through.
What We Have Done: An Oral History of the Disability Rights Movement can be your answer since it can be
read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Tonya Quick:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
What We Have Done: An Oral History of the Disability Rights Movement. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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