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The New Deal shaped our nation's politics for decades, and was seen by many as tantamount to the
"American Way" itself. Now, in this superb compact history, Eric Rauchway offers an informed account of
the New Deal and the Great Depression, illuminating its successes and failures.

Rauchway first describes how the roots of the Great Depression lay in America's post-war economic
policies--described as "laissez-faire with a vengeance"--which in effect isolated our nation from the world
economy just when the world needed the United States most. He shows how the magnitude of the resulting
economic upheaval, and the ineffectiveness of the old ways of dealing with financial hardships, set the stage
for Roosevelt's vigorous (and sometimes unconstitutional) Depression-fighting policies. Indeed, Rauchway
stresses that the New Deal only makes sense as a response to this global economic disaster. The book
examines a key sampling of New Deal programs, ranging from the National Recovery Agency and the
Securities and Exchange Commission, to the Public Works Administration and Social Security, revealing
why some worked and others did not. In the end, Rauchway concludes, it was the coming of World War II
that finally generated the political will to spend the massive amounts of public money needed to put
Americans back to work. And only the Cold War saw the full implementation of New Deal policies abroad--
including the United Nations, the World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund.

Today we can look back at the New Deal and, for the first time, see its full complexity. Rauchway captures
this complexity in a remarkably short space, making this book an ideal introduction to one of the great policy
revolutions in history.

About the Series: Oxford's Very Short Introductions offers concise and original introductions to a wide
range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, and Literary Theory to History. Not simply a
textbook of definitions, each volume provides trenchant and provocative--yet always balanced and complete-
-discussions of the central issues in a given topic. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution
of the subject in question, demonstrating how it has developed and influenced society. Whatever the area of
study, whatever the topic that fascinates the reader, the series has a handy and affordable guide that will
likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

The book The Great Depression and the New Deal: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make examining a book The Great Depression and the New Deal: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like available and read a publication The Great Depression and the New Deal: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Aaron Martinez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly,
that is look different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book The Great Depression and the New Deal: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

William Patterson:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as
of book The Great Depression and the New Deal: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You
can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Ronald Dotson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just



searching for the The Great Depression and the New Deal: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
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