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Moment of Grace tells the story of the American city in its remarkable heyday. Never before or after the
1950s were downtowns so exciting, neighborhoods so settled, or suburban dwellers so optimistic. Urban
culture was at its peak: it was vital, urbane, conformist, and generating rebellion all at once. Capturing the
mood of the '50s in superb historical photographs and mining delightfully varied sources—including urban
critics, interviews with city residents, novels, songs, magazines, and newspapers—Moment of Grace brings
alive the downtowns, the neighborhoods, and the suburbs of the era. A rich historical reflection on a singular
decade, the book also portrays the '50s as a critical turning point in American culture and economy. Michael
Johns shows us exactly why city life never could or would be the same again.

Giving a vivid sense of the lived experience of the day, Johns explores the '50s in cities such as New York,
San Francisco, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Oakland, writing about fashion (which demanded the highest
heels and pointiest breasts in history), nightlife, architecture, literature, business and economic trends, and
teenage culture. He tells us what was for sale in the stores, who lived in the neighborhoods, what life was
like for women in the brand-new suburbs, and much more. And he confronts difficult issues head-on. What
did the loss of city jobs and the simultaneous success of the civil rights movement mean for black
neighborhoods? What were the profound consequences of the rise of the suburbs for family life?

In contrast to the vibrant cities of the '50s, the streets of today's downtowns are often empty if not suffused
with melancholy. Johns uncovers the seeds of the transformation from the '50s to today, and at the same
time, he paints a memorable picture of the American past.
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From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Moment of
Grace: The American City in the 1950s? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Floyd Alling:

The book Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension
or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Moment of Grace: The American
City in the 1950s to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and
read a guide Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Fred Simpson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Moment of Grace: The American City
in the 1950s book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lorene Lord:

The book untitled Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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