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In its two thousand years of history, London has ruled a rainy island and a globe-spanning empire, it has
endured plague and fire and bombing, it has nurtured and destroyed poets and kings, revolutionaries and
financiers, geniuses and visionaries of every stripe. To distill the magic and the majesty of this infinitely
enthralling city into a single brief volume would seem an impossible task–yet acclaimed biographer and
novelist A. N. Wilson brilliantly accomplishes it in London: A History.

Founded by the Romans, London was a flourishing provincial capital before falling into ruin with the rest of
the Roman Empire. Centuries passed before the city rose to prominence once again when William the
Conqueror chose to be crowned king in Westminster Abbey. In
Chaucer’s day, London Bridge opened the way for expansion over the Thames. By the time Shakespeare’s
plays were being mounted at the Globe, London was a dense, seething, and explosively growing
metropolis–a city of brothels and taverns and delicate new palaces and pleasure gardens.

With deftly sketched vignettes and memorable portraits in miniature, Wilson conjures up the essence of
London through the ages–high finance and gambling during the Georgian age, John Nash’s stunning urban
makeover at the dawn of the Industrial Revolution, the waves of building and immigration that transformed
London beyond recognition during the reign of Queen Victoria, the devastation of the two world wars, the
painful and corrupt postwar rebuilding effort, and finally the glamorous, polyglot, expensive, and sometimes
ridiculous London of today. Every age had its heroes and villains, from church builder Christopher Wren to
jail breaker Jack Sheppard, from urbane wit Samuel Johnson to wartime prime minister Winston Churchill,
and Wilson places each one in the drama of London’s history.
Exuberant, opinionated, surprising, often funny, A. N. Wilson’s London is the perfect match of author and
subject. In a one short irresistible volume, Wilson gives us the essence of the people, the architecture, the
intrigue, the art and literature and history that make London one of the most fascinating cities in the world.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept London: A
History (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 18) suitable to you? Often the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled London: A History (Modern Library Chronicles Series
Book 18)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world in this book.

Raymond Simmons:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled London: A History (Modern Library Chronicles
Series Book 18) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Roger Cooper:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can see that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you is
London: A History (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 18) this book consist a lot of the information on
the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when
he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Jose Garcia:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book London: A History (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 18) we can acquire more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book London: A History



(Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 18). You can more pleasing than now.
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