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This is the first exhaustive study of the Urim and Thummim since 1824, and in this book Van Dam sets out
to rectify that lack of attention. He investigates all of the biblical data concerning this enigmatic oracular
means of high-priestly revelation and its connection, in the historical books of the Old Testament, with the
common phrase "to enquire of Yahweh/God."

After surveying the history of interpretation and the treatment of the terms in the various versions and
translations, Van Dam examines the implications of similar oracular devices and priestly dress within the
larger cultural context of the ancient Near East. He places the Urim and Thummim within the context of
divine revelation and human inquiry and the corollary probibition of divination in ancient Israel. He
concludes that the breastpiece functioned as a pouch to hold the Urim and Thummim, which therefore clearly
were tangible objects. Van Dam traces the use of this oracular instrument through the early monarchy under
David—from the time of Joshua through the early monarchy under David—and its apparent disappearance
by the time of the "classical" prophets, where a shift to primarily verbal oracles occurs.

Concurrent with his study of the history of the oracle, Van Dam interacts with current discussion on the
nature and process of God's revelation to humankind.
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From reader reviews:

Lester Jaworski:

The e-book with title The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book
exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Patrick Reyes:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel this
reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book suitable all of you.

Magdalena McKinney:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Urim and Thummim: A Means of
Revelation in Ancient Israel was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Kim Free:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel when you
desired it?
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