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When Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address in 1863, he had broader aims than simply rallying
a war-weary nation. Lincoln realized that the Civil War had taken on a wider significance—that all of
Europe and Latin America was watching to see whether the United States, a beleaguered model of
democracy, would indeed “perish from the earth.”

In The Cause of All Nations, distinguished historian Don H. Doyle explains that the Civil War was viewed
abroad as part of a much larger struggle for democracy that spanned the Atlantic Ocean, and had begun with
the American and French Revolutions. While battles raged at Bull Run, Antietam, and Gettysburg, a parallel
contest took place abroad, both in the marbled courts of power and in the public square. Foreign observers
held widely divergent views on the war—from radicals such as Karl Marx and Giuseppe Garibaldi who
called on the North to fight for liberty and equality, to aristocratic monarchists, who hoped that the collapse
of the Union would strike a death blow against democratic movements on both sides of the Atlantic.
Nowhere were these monarchist dreams more ominous than in Mexico, where Napoleon III sought to
implement his Grand Design for a Latin Catholic empire that would thwart the spread of Anglo-Saxon
democracy and use the Confederacy as a buffer state.

Hoping to capitalize on public sympathies abroad, both the Union and the Confederacy sent diplomats and
special agents overseas: the South to seek recognition and support, and the North to keep European powers
from interfering. Confederate agents appealed to those conservative elements who wanted the South to serve
as a bulwark against radical egalitarianism. Lincoln and his Union agents overseas learned to appeal to many
foreigners by embracing emancipation and casting the Union as the embattled defender of universal
republican ideals, the “last best hope of earth.”

A bold account of the international dimensions of America’s defining conflict, The Cause of All Nations
frames the Civil War as a pivotal moment in a global struggle that would decide the survival of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Lynnette Cash:

This The Cause of All Nations: An International History of the American Civil War are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Cause of All Nations: An
International History of the American Civil War can be one of the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Cause of All Nations: An International
History of the American Civil War giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Carl Kile:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Cause of All Nations: An International History of the American Civil War, you can tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Hoyt Adkins:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Cause of All Nations: An
International History of the American Civil War, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Joy Becker:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Cause of All Nations: An
International History of the American Civil War can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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