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Nelson Mandela brought the poetry of Ingrid Jonker to the attention of South Africa and the wider world
when he read her poem “Die kind” (The Child) at the opening of South Africa’s first democratic parliament
on May 24, 1994. Though Jonker was already a significant figure in South African literary circles, Mandela’s
reference contributed to a revival of interest in Jonker and her work that continues to this day.

Viljoen’s biography illuminates the brief and dramatic life of Jonker, who created a literary oeuvre?—?as
searing in its intensity as it is brief?—?before taking her own life at the age of thirty-one. Jonker wrote
against a background of escalating apartheid laws, violent repression of black political activists, and the
banning of the African National Congress and the Pan Africanist Congress. Viljoen tells the story of Ingrid
Jonker in the political and cultural context of her time, provides sensitive insights into her poetry, and
considers the reasons for the enduring fascination with her life and death.

Her writings, her association with bohemian literary circles, and her identification with the oppressed
brought her into conflict with her father, a politician in the white ruling party, and with other authority
figures from her Afrikaner background. Her life and work demonstrate the difficulty and importance of
artistic endeavor in a place of terrible conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Bentley:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Ingrid Jonker: Poet under Apartheid
(Ohio Short Histories of Africa) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Antoine Harris:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Ingrid Jonker: Poet under Apartheid
(Ohio Short Histories of Africa) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Cecilia Moore:

Typically the book Ingrid Jonker: Poet under Apartheid (Ohio Short Histories of Africa) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Joan Munoz:

Ingrid Jonker: Poet under Apartheid (Ohio Short Histories of Africa) can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Ingrid Jonker:
Poet under Apartheid (Ohio Short Histories of Africa) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information could
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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