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In 1912, white land developers founded Idlewild, an African American resort community in western
Michigan. Over the following decades, the town became one of the country’s foremost vacation destinations
for the black middle class, during its peak drawing tens of thousands of visitors annually and hosting the
era’s premier entertainers, such as The Four Tops, Della Reese, Brook Benton, and George Kirby. With the
civil rights movement and the resulting expansion of recreation options available to African Americans,
Idlewild suffered a sharp social and economic decline, and by the early 1980s the town had become a
struggling retirement community in the midst of financial and political crises.

Meticulously researched and unearthing never-before-seen historical material, Ronald J. Stephens’s book
examines the rapid rise and decline of this pivotal landmark in African American and leisure history, in the
process exploring intersections among race, class, tourism, entertainment, and historic preservation in the
United States. Featuring a wealth of fieldwork on contemporary Idlewild, the book also takes a candid look
at recent revitalization efforts and analyzes the possibilities for a future resurgence of this national treasure.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremiah Burroughs:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having
chance to stand than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give
you this specific Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique African American Resort Town book
as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

William Marshall:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique
African American Resort Town why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Sheila Searcy:

You can obtain this Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique African American Resort Town by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Pandora Rice:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a
Unique African American Resort Town was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique African American Resort Town has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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