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Most listeners can readily distinguish between the works of such keyboard giants as Bach, Beethoven, and
Liszt and between various national schools, but when it comes to defining what the differences are, relating
the various interconnections, discovering information on the hundreds of other keyboard composers, and
actually finding playing editions, the task becomes much greater. To aid the performer, the listener, and the
student in all these important aspects, John Gillespie, practicing pianist and harpsichordist and Professor of
Music at the University of California, has prepared this, the first work in English to comprehensively survey
the development of solo keyboard works.
Introductory chapters of Gillespie's literate and authoritative survey cover the backgrounds and development
of keyboard instruments and early keyboard music. Later chapters cover the history as it progressed
stylistically through the hands of individual composers and various schools from the sixteenth to the
twentieth centuries. Emphasis is given to the masters whose works continue to be heard most often today —
Bach, Handel, Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann, Brahms, Liszt, Chopin, Debussy, Ravel,
and others. Major consideration, too, is given to composers who were influential in developing national
styles. All of the Western countries — from Germany, Italy, France, and England to Norway, Russia, the
United States, South America, and Canada — are included. Finally, there are discussions of now little-known
composers who were important in their times. Altogether over 350 composers are discussed. Important, also,
in John Gillespie's survey are his various other aids — guides to a carefully selected body of playing editions
and other historical works, a great number of musical illustrations, and a 195-item glossary of musical terms.
Individual chapters and articles will be helpful in quickly locating information about particular composers,
schools, and works. Footnotes and bibliographies will be important for the performer, student, or
professional looking for either playing editions or further information. The book as a whole, however, when
read as it should be from cover to cover, will give the reader a very good understanding of the development
of works for the solo keyboard, of the traditions, and the interconnections, with accurate coverage from the
first known works of the sixteenth century up to the exciting modern composers.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on
Music) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on
Music) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together
with the book Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on Music). You never feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Albert Gilchrist:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Five Centuries of
Keyboard Music (Dover Books on Music) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ronald Karl:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover
Books on Music) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Colleen Williams:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on
Music) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Five Centuries of Keyboard Music
(Dover Books on Music).
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