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Much has been written about the contribution of ancient Greece to modern discourses of homosexuality, but
Rome's significant role has been largely overlooked. Ancient Rome and the Construction of Modern
Homosexual Identities explores the contested history of responses to Roman antiquity, covering areas such as
literature, the visual arts, popular culture, scholarship, and pornography. Essays by scholars working across a
number of disciplines analyse the demonization of Rome and attempts to write it out of the history of
homosexuality by early activists such as John Addington Symonds, who believed that Rome had corrupted
ideal (and idealized) 'Greek love' through its decadence and sexual licentiousness. The volume's contributors
also investigate the identification with Rome by men and women who have sought an alternative ancestry for
their desires. The volume asks what it means to look to Rome instead of Greece, theorizes the way in which
Rome itself appropriates Greece, and explores the consequences of such appropriations and identifications,
both ancient and modern. From learned discussions of lesbian cunnilingus in Renaissance commentaries on
Martial and Juvenal, to disgust at the sexual excesses of the emperors, to the use of Rome by the early
sexologists, to modern pornographic films that linger on the bodies of gladiators and slaves, Rome has been
central to homosexual desires and experiences. By interrogating the desires that create engagements with the
classical past, the volume illuminates both classical reception and the history of sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Cornwell:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Ancient Rome and the
Construction of Modern Homosexual Identities (Classical Presences) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Ancient Rome and the Construction of Modern Homosexual Identities (Classical Presences)
become your own personal starter.

Jennifer Pittman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to
be read. Ancient Rome and the Construction of Modern Homosexual Identities (Classical Presences) can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Joanna Bowen:

You will get this Ancient Rome and the Construction of Modern Homosexual Identities (Classical
Presences) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Lillie Rose:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Ancient Rome and the Construction of Modern Homosexual Identities
(Classical Presences) when you required it?
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