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In Maya theology, everything from humans and crops to gods and the world itself passes through endless
cycles of birth, maturation, dissolution, death, and rebirth. Traditional Maya believe that human beings
perpetuate this cycle through ritual offerings and ceremonies that have the power to rebirth the world at
critical points during the calendar year. The most elaborate ceremonies take place during Semana Santa
(Holy Week), the days preceding Easter on the Christian calendar, during which traditionalist Maya replicate
many of the most important world-renewing rituals that their ancient ancestors practiced at the end of the
calendar year in anticipation of the New Year’s rites.

Marshaling a wealth of evidence from Pre-Columbian texts, early colonial Spanish writings, and decades of
fieldwork with present-day Maya, The Burden of the Ancients presents a masterfully detailed account of
world-renewing ceremonies that spans the Pre-Columbian era through the crisis of the Conquest period and
the subsequent colonial occupation all the way to the present. Allen J. Christenson focuses on Santiago
Atitlán, a Tz’utujil Maya community in highland Guatemala, and offers the first systematic analysis of how
the Maya preserved important elements of their ancient world renewal ceremonies by adopting similar
elements of Roman Catholic observances and infusing them with traditional Maya meanings. His extensive
description of Holy Week in Santiago Atitlán demonstrates that the community’s contemporary ritual
practices and mythic stories bear a remarkable resemblance to similar cultural entities from its Pre-
Columbian past.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Ahlstrom:

Here thing why this kind of The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-
columbian Period to the Present are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-columbian Period to the Present
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
publication that similar with The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-
columbian Period to the Present. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World
Renewal from the Pre-columbian Period to the Present in e-book can be your substitute.

Tony Edwin:

Often the book The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-columbian
Period to the Present has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Yolanda Powers:

The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-columbian Period to the
Present can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because
this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal
from the Pre-columbian Period to the Present although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Marie Miles:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World
Renewal from the Pre-columbian Period to the Present was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern



era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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