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Why is the word madre, "mother," so complicated in Spanish—especially in Mexico?

Leaping off the page with energy, insight, and attitude, Liza Bakewell's exploration of language is anything
but "just semantics." Why does me vale madre mean worthless, while !qué padre! means fabulous, she asks?
And why do one hundred madres disappear when one padre enters the room, converting the group from
madres to padres? Thus begins a journey through Mexican culture in all its color: weddings, dinner parties,
an artist's studio, heart-stopping taxi rides, angry journalists, corrupt politicians, Blessed Virgins, and
mothers both sacred and profane.

Along the way, a reader discovers not only an invaluable lexicon of Mexican slang (to be used with caution
or not at all) but also thought-provoking reflections on the evolution of language; its winding path through
culture, religion, and politics; and, not least, what it means—and what it threatens—to be a creative female, a
madre.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Davis:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Madre:
Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The actual book untitled Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Nounis the main one of several books
that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Robin Curtin:

Beside that Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!

Kirby Paradiso:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but also novel and Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun or even
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Regina Schubert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Madre: Perilous Journeys
with a Spanish Noun.
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