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He was the son of a citizen in comfortable circumstances, and had been, in Vasari’ swords, “instructed in al
such things as children are usually taught before they choose a calling.” However, he refused to give his
attention to reading, writing and accounts, continues Vasari, so that his father, despairing of his ever
becoming a scholar, apprenticed him to the goldsmith Botticello: whence came the name by which the world
remembers him. However, Sandro, a stubborn-featured youth with large, quietly searching eyes and a shock
of yellow hair — he has left a portrait of himself on the right-hand side of his picture of the Adoration of the
Magi —would also become a painter, and to that end was placed with the Carmelite monk Fra Filippo Lippi.
But he was aredist, as the artists of his day had become, satisfied with the joy and skill of painting, and with
the study of the beauty and character of the human subject instead of religious themes. Botticelli made rapid
progress, loved his master, and later on extended his love to his master’s son, Filippino Lippi, and taught him
to paint, but the master’ s realism scarcely touched Lippi, for Botticelli was a dreamer and a poet.

Botticelli is apainter not of facts, but of ideas, and his pictures are not so much a representation of certain
objects as a pattern of forms. Nor is his colouring rich and lifelike; it is subordinated to form, and often
rather atinting than actual colour. In fact, he was interested in the abstract possibilities of hisart rather than
in the concrete. For example, his compositions, as has just been said, are a pattern of forms; his figures do
not actually occupy well-defined placesin awell-defined area of space; they do not attract us by their
suggestion of bulk, but as shapes of form, suggesting rather aflat pattern of decoration. Accordingly, the
lines which enclose the figures are chosen with the primary intention of being decorative.

It has been said that Botticelli, “though one of the worst anatomists, was one of the greatest draughtsmen of
the Renaissance.” As an example of false anatomy we may notice the impossible way in which the
Madonna s head is attached to the neck, and other instances of faulty articulation and incorrect form of limbs
may be found in Botticelli’s pictures. Y et he is recognised as one of the greatest draughtsmen: he gaveto
‘line’ not only intrinsic beauty, but also significance. In mathematical language, he resolved the movement
of the figure into its factors, its simplest forms of expression, and then combined these various formsinto a
pattern which, by its rhythmical and harmonious lines, produces an effect upon our imagination,
corresponding to the sentiments of grave and tender poetry that filled the artist himself.

This power of making every line count in both significance and beauty distinguishes the great master-
draughtsmen from the vast mgjority of artists who used line mainly as a necessary means of representing
concrete objects.
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From reader reviews:
Lillian Tobias:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Botticelli. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant any book Botticelli. Y ou can add know-how and
of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, ssmply because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to thelibrary. Let's
study.

Shawn Jones:

The book Botticelli can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave a very important thing like a book Botticelli? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Batticelli has simple shape neverthel ess, you know: it has great and big
function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by start and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Shannon Palmer :

The reserve with title Botticelli contains alot of information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of
profit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of theworld. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the
e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Effie Steger:

ThisBotticelli is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having bit of digest in reading this Botticelli can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that
is reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book
especially thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So, don't miss
theitem! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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